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ABSTRACT 
 
D.H. Lawrence is a famous English Nov
thirty years of his death, he enjoyed more wide
he knew in his time.  It was the time when English society was declining its moral 
values which created a sense of alienation in t
seen in the novel ‘The Rainbow’, how men and women characters are victimized by 
each other.  Therefore, the present paper throws a light on the characters of Lydia 
Lensky and her daughter Anna Lensky in the perspect
treatment of all female characters in the other novels of D.H. Lawrence. In other 
words, women characters as has been observed in the study, serve mainly to reflect 
the psychic state of the protagonist in the novel.  Furthermore, the 
opportunities to touch the tensions and potentialities of a married life.  Thus all the female characters in the 
novel represent an era and a feeling of sense which turns the novel into a masterpiece of English Literatu
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Introduction : 
 ‘The Rainbow’ is a masterpiece of English fiction that arise a revolution in mind and Lawrence’s character 
(specially his women characters) fulfills his revolu
this novel signifies the physical passion and awareness of consequences whereby man has lost his sense of 
community and there are no longer passions in the individuals for each other.  In this
highlights a psychological treatment of women characters as they represent the decline of moral values of the 
societies in that time.  As we know, English people lost their sense of community and passion in life in the late 19
century. Here we will analyze the characters of Lydia Lensky and her daughter Anna Lensky to support the above 
said statement in the novel ‘The Rainbow’.      
Lydia Lensky: 
 Lydia Lensky was the daughter of a Polish land owner and his wealthy German wife. H
before the rebellion and she married, quite young. She is first introduced to us a Polish widow. She had married 
Paul Lensky, an intellectual educated at Berlin, who was a doctor and patriot. She also became a patriot and 
learned nursing as a mark of her emancipation. They had two children and they stood in the centre of the rebellion 
when it came. Her husband was eloquent and fiery and found himself in hot waters in Warsaw, so they crossed 
into the south of Russia. Her husband worked very ha
him like his shadow and echoed his ideas. But when her two children died Lydia was plunged into darkness and 
moved about a silent and shadowy figure in the grip of terror. By the time their last 
reduced to skin, bone and ideas. In silent dejection she nursed both and when her husband died, she felt relieved. 
England fitted her mood because she could live there alone in the crowd.
 When we first meet Lydia, she has a ch
had thick eyebrows, and wide mouth curiously held." Her mouth is peculiar, it is an "ugli
is a great source of fascination for Tom.
is at once taken in by her. She has a strong resemblance with Frieda Weekly whom Lawrence himself had married 
and who was also a German lady and senior to him in age. Lawrence's special consideration for this c
also apparent from the fact that she shares her name with Mrs. Lydia Lawrence, the mother of D.H. Lawrence.
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D.H. Lawrence is a famous English Novelist of his generation.  That is why after 
thirty years of his death, he enjoyed more wide-spread popularity and esteem than 

ime when English society was declining its moral 
values which created a sense of alienation in the people of that time.  All this can be 
seen in the novel ‘The Rainbow’, how men and women characters are victimized by 
each other.  Therefore, the present paper throws a light on the characters of Lydia 
Lensky and her daughter Anna Lensky in the perspectives of psychological 
treatment of all female characters in the other novels of D.H. Lawrence. In other 
words, women characters as has been observed in the study, serve mainly to reflect 
the psychic state of the protagonist in the novel.  Furthermore, the study of this novel provides us many 
opportunities to touch the tensions and potentialities of a married life.  Thus all the female characters in the 
novel represent an era and a feeling of sense which turns the novel into a masterpiece of English Literatu

Decline, Psychological, Arrogance, Superiority, Masterpiece. 

‘The Rainbow’ is a masterpiece of English fiction that arise a revolution in mind and Lawrence’s character 
(specially his women characters) fulfills his revolution towards society of that time.  The revolutionary nature of 
this novel signifies the physical passion and awareness of consequences whereby man has lost his sense of 
community and there are no longer passions in the individuals for each other.  In this sequence, D.H Lawrence 
highlights a psychological treatment of women characters as they represent the decline of moral values of the 
societies in that time.  As we know, English people lost their sense of community and passion in life in the late 19

tury. Here we will analyze the characters of Lydia Lensky and her daughter Anna Lensky to support the above 
said statement in the novel ‘The Rainbow’.        

Lydia Lensky was the daughter of a Polish land owner and his wealthy German wife. H
before the rebellion and she married, quite young. She is first introduced to us a Polish widow. She had married 
Paul Lensky, an intellectual educated at Berlin, who was a doctor and patriot. She also became a patriot and 

a mark of her emancipation. They had two children and they stood in the centre of the rebellion 
when it came. Her husband was eloquent and fiery and found himself in hot waters in Warsaw, so they crossed 
into the south of Russia. Her husband worked very hard till nothing remained of him but his eyes. Lydia followed 
him like his shadow and echoed his ideas. But when her two children died Lydia was plunged into darkness and 
moved about a silent and shadowy figure in the grip of terror. By the time their last child Anna was born, he was 
reduced to skin, bone and ideas. In silent dejection she nursed both and when her husband died, she felt relieved. 
England fitted her mood because she could live there alone in the crowd.1 

When we first meet Lydia, she has a charming, fascinating personality. "Her face was pale and clear, she 
had thick eyebrows, and wide mouth curiously held." Her mouth is peculiar, it is an "ugli-beautifuly", mouth and it 
is a great source of fascination for Tom.2 There is a strange fascination about her, a curiously foreign look, and Tom 
is at once taken in by her. She has a strong resemblance with Frieda Weekly whom Lawrence himself had married 
and who was also a German lady and senior to him in age. Lawrence's special consideration for this c
also apparent from the fact that she shares her name with Mrs. Lydia Lawrence, the mother of D.H. Lawrence.

ainbow’: A 
ensky’s character 

Assistant Professor, Department of English, Gaur Brahman College, 

study of this novel provides us many 
opportunities to touch the tensions and potentialities of a married life.  Thus all the female characters in the 
novel represent an era and a feeling of sense which turns the novel into a masterpiece of English Literature.     

‘The Rainbow’ is a masterpiece of English fiction that arise a revolution in mind and Lawrence’s character 
tion towards society of that time.  The revolutionary nature of 

this novel signifies the physical passion and awareness of consequences whereby man has lost his sense of 
sequence, D.H Lawrence 

highlights a psychological treatment of women characters as they represent the decline of moral values of the 
societies in that time.  As we know, English people lost their sense of community and passion in life in the late 19th 

tury. Here we will analyze the characters of Lydia Lensky and her daughter Anna Lensky to support the above 

Lydia Lensky was the daughter of a Polish land owner and his wealthy German wife. Her father died 
before the rebellion and she married, quite young. She is first introduced to us a Polish widow. She had married 
Paul Lensky, an intellectual educated at Berlin, who was a doctor and patriot. She also became a patriot and 

a mark of her emancipation. They had two children and they stood in the centre of the rebellion 
when it came. Her husband was eloquent and fiery and found himself in hot waters in Warsaw, so they crossed 

rd till nothing remained of him but his eyes. Lydia followed 
him like his shadow and echoed his ideas. But when her two children died Lydia was plunged into darkness and 

child Anna was born, he was 
reduced to skin, bone and ideas. In silent dejection she nursed both and when her husband died, she felt relieved. 

arming, fascinating personality. "Her face was pale and clear, she 
beautifuly", mouth and it 

about her, a curiously foreign look, and Tom 
is at once taken in by her. She has a strong resemblance with Frieda Weekly whom Lawrence himself had married 
and who was also a German lady and senior to him in age. Lawrence's special consideration for this character is 
also apparent from the fact that she shares her name with Mrs. Lydia Lawrence, the mother of D.H. Lawrence. 


